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Dear Mr. Kunz: 


The announcement of my intention to send our first air- 
plane to the Kensington Museum brought upon me an avalanche of 
letters. I am simply swamped with them, so please pardon this 
delay in answering yours. 


No one can regre ne ¢ situation in 
sonian Institution whi } mar ; impossible for 
our first airplane in its T have wanted the 
to a mseum which ‘has an historical and educational 
of aeronautics, and not to a mseum where it would a 
prominent curiosity. The Smithsonian is the only open teh ien 
in Ameriga which now has such as exhibit. = the 
has not cared to exhnidit 
to fly, because it would 
Which failed to fly. 


When the Smithsonian in 1910 made a request for one of our 
machines, we suggested that we could furnish the original 1903 
plane. We received in answer 4 a eas our 1908 machine 
and a quarter-size model of the 1908 ine. The National 


Museum now has one of our 1909 planes. 


I have kept our 1903 machine in my possession in the hope 
e Sr 


nditions in the Smithsonian might change. But after 
eine nearly fifteen years, and seeing the situation tnere 
ming worse instead of better, I finally offered it toe the 
Kensington Museum. At the time I offered it I had not 
f the proposed Museums of the Peaceful Arts. 


Very truly your 


Oualle Wighe 


